
Reopening Update 4-15-21 
Arrival Procedures 

 
Dear Pepper Drive Families, 
Welcome to a full-time reopening update. I hope it finds you and your family well. I will be 
sending an email each day for the remainder of this week with details about our upcoming full 
time, in-person reopening on April 19. 
 
Today’s topic is: Arrival Procedures 
 
It is important to understand that the number of students during our single arrival in the 
morning is roughly double the amount at either of our two current arrivals. Families should 
expect an increase in traffic and some slightly different procedures depending on your current 
arrival, because there are differences between AM and PM arrival currently. 
 
There are three entry points to campus for students: Upper Gates near the office, Kindergarten 
Gates for Rooms 1,2, A, and B, and Lower Gates facing the lower parking lot. 
 
Upper Campus Arrival – Gates open at 8:15am. 
Student entering the campus through the Upper Gates are dropped off at the yellow curb on 
Marlinda Way approaching the driveway or on the office level curb in the upper parking lot. 
Students dropped off in these areas should proceed through the open gates keeping their 6 
foot of physical distance from others. If the gates are not open, each student should wait on an 
individual red, painted paw mark on the concrete in front of the office until they are welcomed 
on campus. 
 
Kindergarten Gates – Gates open at 8:15am. 
Kindergarteners entering through this gate are escorted to the gate by a family member or 
friend and should wait on a red, painted paw if the gate is not open. When entering, students 
will maintain 6 feet of distance from each other. This gate is limited to students in rooms 1, 2, 
A, and B. 
 
Lower Gate Arrival – Gates open at 8:15am. 
Bus riders, walkers, and students dropped off at the lower lot enter through this gate. Please 
note that buses have the right of way in the lower lot. Students being dropped off by family 
vehicles may only drop off on the curb if buses are not blocked. Otherwise, students being 
dropped off by family vehicles will need to park in a parking space, and the child(ren) should be 
escorted by the driver or other adult across the parking lot to the curb. Students should not 
walk from the parking lot spaces to the curb unescorted. If the lower gate has not been opened, 
all those waiting should wait on individual red, painted paws to ensure physical distancing. 
When entering, students will maintain 6 feet of distance from each other. 
 
If curbside traffic becomes a difficulty for bus drivers, we will restrict the curb to buses only in 
the lower parking lot for arrival. 



 

Important note: THE LOWER PARKING LOT BUS ENTRANCE GATE ON PEPPER DRIVE IS FOR 

SCHOOL BUSES ONLY. Other vehicles are restricted from entering and exiting that gate, 

especially during arrival and dismissal. Students are walking in that area at those times. 
Anyone making that choice will be reported to authorities for reckless driving in a school 
zone. 
 
 
Expectations for a smooth drop off during arrival: 

• Children being dropped off exit the vehicle immediately when it comes to a complete, 
safe stop. 

o Consider gathering backpacks, putting on masks, and wishing everyone to have a 
wonderful day when turning on to Marlinda Way. Waiting to do these things 
when stopped in the drop off line is too late. 

• If dropping off curbside, the driver should not need to exit the vehicle to assist in drop 
off. 

o If that is a need, consider dropping off from a parked vehicle in the lower lot or 
parking on Marlinda Way. 

• Whenever possible students should exit the vehicle curbside.  
o It is not as safe to exit from the driver’s side due to surrounding traffic. 

• Stay in line. - Wait to proceed until the vehicles ahead move forward. 
o Even if there is an empty space in front of the car ahead of you, stay in line and 

do not pull around that stopped vehicle. It is dangerous and actually slows the 
line for everyone else. 

• Pull completely forward before unloading.   
o Even a few feet may allow another vehicle to unload behind you. 

• Always follow the directions of the adult on duty. 
o Duty personnel have a different view of the area and may see dangerous or 

important things you do not. 
 
Even with everything in place, we know that we will need to adjust to so many more student 
arriving at the same time. Thank you in advance for making this as easy as possible by following 
our procedures and expectations. 
  
To learn more information about our full reopening, please read the SAFE AT SCHOOL 
Reopening Plan on the district webpage. Scroll down to the Features section for the link. Please 
continue to check the website for updates. 
 
Here are my planned update topics for remainder of the week: 
 Friday: Dismissal Procedures 
 
The Reopening Plan is full of details about how we are functioning on campus. If you haven’t 
yet, I strongly encourage you to review sections that are of interest to you. 

http://www.santeesd.net/


 
 
As always, I wish you safety and health. 
 
I’ll see you in the halls. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Hooks 
 


